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Newsweek names Lawrence 18th Most Rigorous U.S. college
 Each summer, an assortment 
of publications and organizations 
releases rankings of major colleg-
es and universities throughout the 
United States. Each ranking sys-
tem employs a different method-
ology, and the manner of presen-
tation for such lists varies greatly.
President Jill Beck spoke to 
the general value of such rank-
ings, stating, “Rankings can shed 
light on the comparative work of 
college and university programs 
and faculty, and on institutional 
priorities. In this regard, they can 
be useful to prospective students 
and interesting for current stu-
dents.”
The most familiar rankings, 
such as those run annually in 
U.S. News & World Report and 
Forbes, rank institutions based on 
various criteria, which average to 
create a total score correspond-
ing with that institution’s position 
on the list. Other publications, 
such as The Princeton Review and 
Newsweek/The Daily Beast, cre-
ate various categorical lists under 
which a smaller number of institu-
tions are ranked.
This year, Lawrence was 
ranked 63rd among national insti-
tutions in Forbes’s “America’s Top 
Colleges.” The same list placed 
Lawrence at number 57 among 
private colleges and number 8 
in the Midwest. The methodol-
ogy undertaken by this publica-
tion takes into consideration fac-
tors such as student satisfaction, 
post-graduate success, student 
debt, four-year graduation rate 
and competitive awards.
The Princeton Review releas-
es its list of “376 Best Colleges” 
each year, though this list remains 
unranked. Lawrence has consis-
tently been placed on this list as 
well as within the subcategory of 
“Best Midwestern Colleges.”
The Princeton Review lists are 
based on student surveys com-
pleted online, which contain over 
80 questions about student life, 
academics and administration, 
among others.
The 2011 College Rankings 
coming from Newsweek/The Daily 
Beast separated its rankings into 
25 different categories, ranging 
from “Best Party Schools” and 
“Best Food” to “Braniacs” and 
“Future CEOs.” Lawrence placed 
18th on the “Most Rigorous” list 
and held spot number 21 in the 
“Most Accessible Professors” cat-
egory.
The data for these lists was 
compiled from various sourc-
es, including student-to-facul-
ty ratio, student evaluations on 
RateMyProfessors.com, and aver-
age admitted SAT scores com-
pared to freshman retention rates.
The 2012 edition of U.S. News 
& World Report’s annual rank-
ings is scheduled to be released 
online Sept. 13. The online edition 
will incorporate new lists, such as 
rankings by high school counsel-
ors and a ranked list of schools 
with a “commitment to under-
graduate teaching.”
Additionally, U.S. News will 
adjust its methodology this year 
based on feedback from previous 
years. It will eliminate the cat-
egory of the “fourth tier,” adjust 
its category names for the sake 
of clarity, give more weight to 
the factor of graduation rate per-
formance and give high school 
counselors a voice in the overall 
rankings.
What do the rankings mean?
Beck warns that even ostensi-
bly holistic approaches as some 
of those listed above may not ade-
quately portray an institution’s 
strengths. Much of the contro-
versy regarding the most familiar 
rankings, particularly U.S. News, 
focuses on the list’s inability to 
capture the essence of an institu-
tion’s value.
“There are some rankings that 
are frustrating,” Beck noted. “For 
example, U.S. News & World Report 
ranks colleges by the number of 
‘small’ classes they offer. ‘Small’ is 
defined as two students or more. 
Thus, the high number of classes 
at Lawrence with only one stu-
dent, including music lessons and 
tutorials across disciplines, are 
not counted.”
Dean of Admissions and 
Financial Aid Ken Anselment 
echoed Beck’s sentiments: “You 
don’t have to dig too deeply into 
the rankings to find some head-
scratchers when it comes to the 
driving factors of the rankings. 
Take U.S. News and World Report, 
for example. The biggest factor 
that influences a college’s ranking 
has nothing to do with admissions 
profiles or graduation statistics 
-- it’s what their peer institutions’ 
presidents, chief academic offi-
cers and chief enrollment officers 
think about them.”
He continued, “I get a survey 
that asks me to rate other nation-
al liberal arts colleges. I am not 
an authority on the vast majority 
of these schools, yet my rating of 
them plays a role in how they ulti-
mately fare in the ranking.”
However, the rankings can be 
valuable when they prove that 
Lawrence is gaining recognition 
for factors that it values.
Beck noted, “Some rankings 
focus on what we think is impor-
tant, such as the accessibility of 
professors outside classes. Or 
the rigor (quality and standards) 
of the education that is offered. 
Lawrence pays a lot of attention 
to how we compare with other 
schools in areas that we identify 
as very important and over which 
we have great control.”
Additionally, this August 
Lawrence was recognized as 
number 44 on the Sierra Club’s 
“America’s Coolest Schools,” 
which ranked institutions for 
their environmental efforts. This 
marked a large jump from its 
position as number 106 last year.
Beck commented, “The vault 
of Lawrence in the Green rankings 
reflects an institutional priority 
and a commitment over the past 
few years by faculty and student 
groups […]. I was proud to see 
how the work of students and fac-
ulty and staff, and developments 
in our academic offerings, had 
made such a comparative differ-
ence with other colleges in this 
year’s review.”
Preaching to the prospies
As the timing for the release 
of all these rankings suggests, the 
purported primary audience is the 
prospective students who must 
determine the schools to which 
they plan to apply by December or 
January of the coming year.
Ranked lists do not convey 
exhaustive information on the 
schools they include, but many 
include profiles of these institu-
tions, providing high school stu-
dents with a starting point at 
which they may begin their col-
lege search.
While college rankings are 
typically linked with college 
admissions, however, Anselment 
believes the connection is often 
overstated. “Part of the problem 
with the ranking conversation,” 
said Anselment, “is that there are 
so many ranking ‘authorities’ out 
there.”
Nevertheless, it is likely that 
the rankings did affect the deci-
sions of some of the recordbreak-
ing 2,667 applicants for the 2011-
2012 school year.
Polling members of Lawrence’s 
incoming freshman class, it is 
possible to see that each stu-
dent formed his or her own opin-
ion regarding the rankings when 
choosing which college to apply 
to and attend.
Freshman Emily Zawacki 
explained, “The rankings ulti-
mately didn’t affect my decision 
much. […] After visiting all the 
schools that I applied to, Lawrence 
appeared to have the most things 
that I was looking for. What the 
rankings do is just add some reas-
surance that I really am at the 
right place and that I’m going to 
have a great education.”
Another freshman, Peter 
Emery, had a bit of a different 
take, however. “The rankings 
played a major role in my deci-
sion to enroll at Lawrence,” he 
asserted. “I had a few options for 
my education and hockey this Fall 
Term, and when I went to websites 
like Forbes.com, it made Lawrence 
University an easy pick.”
Both students and adminis-
trators alike focused on recog-
nizing the importance of fit over 
a school’s ranking. Anselment 
noted, “Prospective students and 
guidance counselors want to know 
that a college is going to fit well 
with a particular student’s talents, 
aspirations and needs -- be they 
academic, social, cultural, reli-
gious, athletic, artistic. The one-
size-fits-all approach to ranking is 
one of the very things that under-
mines their effectiveness.”
Ultimately, while rankings 
may affirm the excellence of an 
institution like Lawrence in one 
aspect or another, what matters 
most for a prospective student is 
to find the school that will deliver 
most appropriately to his or her 
needs.
Said Anselment, “Maybe it’s 
better to think of a ranking agen-
cy as just another prospective 
student -- albeit one with a really 
long list of potential colleges. The 
choices that inform the shape of 
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Life as a Lawrence student, brutally simplified, consists 
of constantly balancing two factors: studying for countless 
tests and papers, and living freely as an adult without the 
watchful and disapproving eyes of one’s parents. Most of 
us will find a happy medium somewhere in between, but 
amidst the all-nighters and the drunken stupors, there’s 
always a need for cheap and satisfying late-night food. 
Whether you prefer Chinese or sub sandwiches, you prob-
ably won’t get away without trying the ultimate college food 
-- pizza.
There are a wide variety of pizza options in the Appleton 
area: You may find yourself splurging for Stuc’s deep dish, 
making the long walk down to Sal’s or going with the flow 
and ordering Toppers. Here’s the dish on five Lawrentian 
pizza favorites:
TOPPERS




Pros: “Satisfying” pizza, convenient location, delivery, 
variety of food, coupons galore
Cons: Toppers hangover, chain restaurant, unhealthy
Because of the proximity to campus and its ruthless 
advertising campaign locked on hungry college students, 
Toppers is likely the most popular pizza place on campus. 
The chain restaurant, which has many stores across the 
Midwest, is known for its well-priced and satisfying food. 
The pizza, however “satisfying,” is often accompanied with 
a feeling of self-depreciation and decadence: the delicious 
taste probably doesn’t stem from quality ingredients and 
preparation, but a massive amount of cheese, garlic but-
ter, and grease. The unhealthy combination can even lead 
to a pizza hangover unique to Toppers the next morning. 
Even more popular than the pizza are Topperstix, which are 
exceptionally gooey cheese-garlic breadsticks. Toppers also 
offers wings, sandwiches, quesadillas and beverages.
MUNCHEEZ




Pros: Good taste, local business, delivery, dine-in
Cons: Far from campus, yet still walkable
Muncheez is a local pizzeria that has seen times of 
trouble, including a period where it closed for quite a while. 
Eating here is a chance to support local business and have 
quality pizza at the same time. My first impressions of the 
pizza were how well it was seasoned and prepared -- not too 
much cheese or grease, while still being satisfying. It certain-
ly is a step up from Toppers, suitable for occasions such as 
hall pizza parties, or as an actual meal instead of a late-night 
snack. Muncheez is located farther down College Avenue 
one block past the Performing Arts Center, making it more 
ideal for delivery orders rather than take-out or dining in.
SAL’S




Pros: Excellent taste, delivery, good dining-in, quick ser-
vice
Cons: Far from campus
Sal’s, a small pizzeria located across from the Performing 
Arts Center, tosses an excellent New York-style pizza sold 
by the slice for less than five dollars. Although the pizza is 
reheated to order, don’t let that fool you -- it still remains 
one of the best-tasting pizzas in Appleton, and one giant 
slice is sure to satisfy your hunger. There are many flavor 
varieties, and each slice is offered with a crispy roll on the 
side. Whole pizzas are also available to order.
STUC’S




Pros: Excellent taste, delivery, good dining-in, good value
Cons: Far from campus, a little more expensive for the 
student budget
Stuc’s is known by few on campus to have some of the 
best pizza in Appleton, and it certainly offers gourmet qual-
ity pizza for a reasonable price. Try the deep dish, it even 
rivals some authentic Chicago pizzas. Unfortunately, this 
gem is located a good mile away from campus, and is one of 
the lesser known pizzerias among Lawrentians. If you find 
a friend with a car, it’s an excellent place for a casual date 
or dinner out with friends. Other than classic and deep-dish 








Pros: Excellent, unique taste, delivery, restaurant with 
many dining options, bar
Cons: Very far from campus, expensive
The Glass Nickel is a pizzeria/bar that boasts high qual-
ity pizza and a host of other menu options as well, including 
pastas, sandwiches, soups and more. The gourmet pizza is 
very fresh and made with high quality ingredients, and the 
crust has notably good texture and flavor. The restaurant 
employs quite a few Lawrence grads, so don’t be surprised 
to see a familiar face at The Glass Nickel.
These five pizza places are the ones that I’ve found to 
be the well-loved at Lawrence. Of course, don’t limit your-
self to these restaurants -- I highly recommend trying Stone 
Cellar Brewpub, Frank’s Pizza Palace, Uno Chicago Grill, 
Little Caesars and even Pizza Hut, if that's your thing. It’s 
definitely a matter of finding good deals as well as what 
tastes best to you.
A plethora of extra-large pizza, with breadsticks






A caffeine addict’s guide to College Ave. 
When I first visited Appleton, it seemed to me that there 
were more coffee shops than bars along College Avenue. 
Now that I’m older and wiser (read: 21), my perspective has 
changed a bit. Nonetheless, it’s absolutely true that downtown 
Appleton has plenty of locations for coffee junkies. I’m virtu-
ally incapable of doing homework without a cup of coffee 
sitting in front of me, so my study schedule revolves around 
the various coffee shops along the Ave. Rather than ranking 
them in order of preference, I’ll present them here based on 
that schedule. After all, I’m a college student; what’s more 
important than caffeine and studying?
1. MONDAY-FRIDAY MORN-
INGS/EARLY AFTERNOONS AND 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON: BREWED 
AWAKENINGS
Brewed has the best breakfast on the Ave, hands down. 
Their muffins are amazing; from the vegan options to the 
pumpkin cream cheese, they’re all perfect. That’s not to say 
that Brewed doesn’t cater to us carnivores—every summer I 
have intense cravings for their BLTs, which are as close to 
perfect as bacon on toast can get. Brewed also serves the 
best skim lattes in Appleton.
Their Wi-Fi can be spotty, so it’s best working here when 
you have reading to do or aren’t on a strict deadline. I per-
sonally find Brewed’s laidback feel better for doing lighter 
class readings. I can easily get through hundreds of pages 
of an eighteenth-century novel in a single sitting as my latte 
slowly gets cooler and cooler. And when you’re looking for a 
good place for dessert, nothing beats the gelato here!
2. MONDAY-SATURDAY EVENINGS 
AND SUNDAY MORNING/EARLY 
AFTERNOON: COPPER ROCK
If I had to choose my favorite coffee shop on the Ave, it’d 
be Copper Rock. Thankfully, I don’t have to choose. I do find 
myself here more than at any of the others, even if it is the 
furthest from campus. Even blizzard conditions have never 
stopped me from making the trek. I typically study here at 
night, because it’s open until ten through the week and until 
midnight on Friday and Saturday. Sunday is the only unfor-
tunate day, as it closes at 5 p.m., but I’ve been known to stop 
in here on Sunday morning and then head down to Harmony 
or Starbucks at closing time.
If specialty lattes are your thing, Copper Rock will be 
your personal heaven -- each season they feature new fla-
vors. I wait all summer for school to start and my opportu-
nity to get a cinnamon apple latte. Last spring they got really 
creative and served everything from a lavender mocha to a 
bluebell -- blueberry and vanilla -- latte. Their soups are fabu-
lous, too, and a great alternative to campus food that doesn’t 
kill your wallet. I recommend the chicken and pepper chow-
der for Sunday mornings or early afternoons when you roll 
out of bed, erm, not quite feeling your best.
Though I find the positives to outweigh the negatives 
here, Copper Rock may not be the best option if you can’t 
work well through noise. In the evenings and on weekends, 
this is the neighborhood hangout for a host of Appleton 
high schoolers. Unless you can work through any sort of 
clamor armed with nothing but your iPod, you might want 
to stay away during these peak hours.
3. SUNDAY LATE AFTERNOON/
EARLY EVENING AND MONDAY-
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS: HARMONY 
CAFÉ
Harmony’s Mission Statement reads, “The mission of 
Harmony Café is to provide a safe and peaceful place to cel-
ebrate diversity of people, ideas and activities.” It’s a non-
profit organization, donating its proceeds to the Goodwill 
Industries of North Central Wisconsin. It’s really a great 
place, and worth checking out no matter who you are.
Harmony is hugely popular for Lawrence students and 
professors alike, but for some reason it’s not my favorite. I 
don’t like the coffee there as much, and the food tends to be 
a bit pricier. However, it’s basically on campus -- just on the 
other side of Colman -- which makes it great for times when I 
have a short break between classes or before work but don’t 
feel like staying on campus. I’m not big on Harmony’s atmo-
sphere for study purposes, as it can be dimly lit, and during 
special events space can be limited.
You’ll typically find me at Harmony on Sundays after 
I’ve chosen to sleep in. My times there almost always coin-
cide with the weekly “jam sessions” of the Green Apple Folk 
Music Society. I’m all for some bluegrass circa 1800, but 
it can grate on your nerves when trying to finish the work 
you’ve put off all weekend. Plan accordingly.   
4. SUNDAY EVENING: STARBUCKS
 I don’t really need to explain this one. Everyone has 
their own opinion on Starbucks, and I lie somewhere in the 
middle. I typically feel bad not patronizing local businesses 
when I’m able, but I still haven’t found a coffee shop that 
makes a better pumpkin spice latte. That being said, you 
usually only find me here on Sunday evenings, when the 
rest of College Ave has virtually shut down. For those of you 
who bank with Chase, take note that a Starbucks card is one 
of the best things you can get with your debit card rewards.
5. ANY TIME: WARCH CAMPUS 
CENTER CAFÉ
It’s technically called Pat’s Coffee Central, but please, 
don’t ever call it that. One of the first things you’ll learn on 
campus is to not use the technical names for things in the 
Warch if you don’t want to be the most obvious freshman 
on campus. To be safe, don’t even call the campus center 
“the Warch.” Terms like “campus center,” “the café,” “down-
stairs” -- to refer to Andrew Commons -- and “the room with 
all the couches” will suffice.
The most important thing to note about the café is that 
it is always open except when you need it the most, which is 
when you’re pulling an all-nighter. Take a power nap, wake 
up at 11:55, and you’re stuck working through caffeine with-
drawal symptoms. But really, it’s right there, and it’s open 
until midnight seven days a week. How cool is that?
You can even use your magical money card -- otherwise 
known as Culinary Cash -- for anything and everything there. 
Sure, you or your parents or your financial aid ultimately 
pay for that meal plan, but now all you have to do is use it. 
Pretty sweet.
One of the worst things about the café, at least as a 
study spot, is that virtually everyone on campus stops there 
at least once a day. It’s a great place to meet with professors 
or to work on a project, but be prepared for distractions. 
If you want or need to work uninterrupted but still want 
to stay on campus, bring your coffee to Strange Commons, 
the library or -- if it works better for you than for me -- your 
room. It may not be the greatest coffee in Appleton, but 
it’ll do. Don’t be surprised if, around finals time, you find a 





So you think 
you can write? 
Are you good 
with a camera?
Write or 










Lawrence University's student newspaper since 1884
THE L AWRENTIAN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2011
THE LAWRENTIAN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2011FEATURES4
Do you know what we did last summer?
The recipe for cigarette soup lies within 
Last spring, I had more of an 
idea about what I didn’t want to 
do during my summer than what 
I did want to do. I didn’t want to 
sell anything, but I needed a job. 
I didn’t want to stay at home with 
my parents, even though they are 
great and I love hanging around 
with them. I didn’t want to stay in 
Appleton for fear of getting com-
pletely and utterly sick of the tiny 
and monotonously white practice 
rooms that would have been my 
home -- besides, I’m already sick of 
them as it is.
Instead, I decided to work at 
a small community-run summer 
camp in southern West Virginia. 
I heard about it through a friend, 
and I’m always interested in expe-
riencing new places, so I packed 
my bags and headed south.
I primarily worked as a cook, 
delivering food at every meal to 
hungry campers. In the course of 
just a few days, I quickly learned 
how much time it takes to make 
meals for 100 people. I learned 
that if you put rice in a soup, you 
run the risk of burning it and turn-
ing the soup into Smoky Cigarette 
Soup, which will smell like just 
that from miles away -- and no one 
will eat it.
Most memorably, I learned that 
it takes a lot longer to prepare 
food than it does to eat it. The 
garden provided us with a beauti-
ful abundance of vegetables, espe-
cially cucumbers, and now I can 
prepare a cucumber any way you’d 
like it!
Luckily, I was given the oppor-
tunity to lead a group of four 
campers for a weeklong hike on 
the Appalachian Trail. We hiked 
about 55 miles -- nothing to brag 
about, but we made it just the 
same. No toilets. No tents. No run-
ning water, except from the small 
late-summer rivulets. Even though 
using cell phones and computers/
the Internet was limited back at 
camp, the return to uninterrupted 
nature was refreshing. 
Physical exhaustion often 
resulted in bouts of silliness and 
uncontrollable laughter… perhaps 
the wild berries and high altitudes 
had something to do with it as 
well. Trees surrounded us the 
entire hike, and continually look-
ing at them and listening to them 
was inspiring.
As my concerns, trepidations 
and anxieties for the world outside 
of camp melted away, I started to 
realize the beauty of living in this 
small community -- this place and 
these people -- fostered an ideal of 
living in the present, and thanks to 
the commitment to this ideal, I was 
able to get a sense of what living in 
the present means.
Leaving the pressures of the 
future and the losses of the past in 
their respective spaces, I started to 
reach some insights -- first, that I 
am happy to be here, and secondly, 
that I already have all that I want 
right here, right now. 
Unrealistically, I’m not wor-
ried about my future anymore. I 
probably should be. My parents 
are. There’s something about those 
trees though, there’s wisdom in the 
way those strong roots dig deep 
into the ground and the way the 
trunk, limbs, leaves and every fiber 
above ground reaches towards the 
sun, strives towards the light, the 
truth, God, whatever you want to 
call it. As long as there’s ground 





 Ever since I was a kid, I’ve 
loved books. From the flip of a 
page as you travel deeper into a 
story to the feel of a spine in the 
palm of your hand, there is some-
thing magical about reading. This 
summer, I had the opportunity to 
intern with Penguin Group USA in 
New York City. Penguin Group USA 
is the United States affiliate of the 
internationally renowned Penguin 
Group, one of the largest book 
publishers in the world.
I worked specifically with the 
copy department at Penguin, but 
also interacted with the editori-
al department. My main projects 
involved reading manuscripts of 
both new and reprinted publica-
tions and then writing the text 
for the front and back covers. I 
read a wide range of materials, 
from romance novels to thrillers 
to women’s fiction. I loved being 
exposed to new authors and writ-
ing styles, and was really apprecia-
tive of the opportunities I had to 
read works that I normally would 
not have picked up.
One novel, “Joy for Beginners,”is 
a powerful story about a cancer 
survivor who embarks on a jour-
ney with her closest friends, striv-
ing to take more leaps of faith. The 
book explores each woman’s strug-
gles, vulnerabilities and triumphs, 
and skillfully weaves each friend’s 
story together to create a really 
moving tale. I’d definitely recom-
mend it for anyone looking for an 
inspirational read!
One of my favorite parts of the 
internship was having the chance 
to sit in on meetings. Specifically, 
I really loved attending cover con-
ferences, which were meetings 
between the art, copy and editorial 
departments. This was the place 
where the design of each book 
cover was decided on. It was inter-
esting to see how different minds 
worked and collaborated to best 
portray a story through packaging.
In the end, I think the most 
important lesson I took from my 
internship was recognizing the 
importance of being passion-
ate about what you do. Everyone 
I worked with this summer at 
Penguin harbored a genuine inter-
est books and a strong desire to 
make sure that literature remains 




Copious copywriting at Penguin Group
For the past two summers I’ve 
worked as a clinician at a national 
tutoring center which targets read-
ing issues from basic phonetics to 
high-level comprehension. Under 
my confidentiality contract, I can’t 
say much about the program itself, 
but the long and short of it is 
that the program takes a unique 
approach to teaching people of all 
ages the rules of the English lan-
guage and the strategies we use to 
read and comprehend it.
This explanation confuses 
plenty of people; they plead igno-
rance of any such rules or strate-
gies for their language. Of course, 
everyone learned “I before E, 
except after C” and “the silent final 
E.” But the majority of the English-
speaking population wouldn’t be 
able to predict when a C will make 
a [k] sound and when it will make a 
[s] sound, or explain the role of the 
“schwa” in multi-syllable words.
Although I worked with kids 
of all ages and reading levels, I 
quickly realized that neither age 
nor reading level defined my expe-
rience with them as much as their 
particular quirks and personalities 
did.
One of my more memorable 
students was an autistic girl, 
who I’ll call Maria. Our sessions 
together were characterized by her 
randomly shouting catchphrases, 
grabbing the objects around us 
-- including the book, my Sharpie 
and, once, my chest -- and most 
peculiarly, reciting lines and songs 
from Disney movies. This last trait 
developed late in the summer, but 
soon became the most disruptive 
part of her personality.
In no time at all, I knew every 
word of the scenes she repeated, 
and I eventually realized that if 
I played along and said the lines 
with her, playing the Beast to her 
Belle, or Dory to her Marlin, she 
would proceed with whatever story 
I was trying to read with her, satis-
fied that she was in the company 
of a fellow Disney fangirl.
I had my most enjoyable 
sessions with Danielle, a more 
advanced student of about 14 who 
ended her time at the center by 
reading college-level material and 
usually understanding more of it 
than I did. Well, not really, but you 
get the point. We covered every-
thing from how lasers are made 
to the architectural history of the 
skyscraper to the various literary 
techniques used in poetry, includ-
ing oxymoron, metonymy and syn-
ecdoche. We read “The Catcher in 
the Rye” together as part of her 
program, and her reluctance to 
read aloud Salinger’s numerous 
expletives endeared her to me. Her 
enthusiasm for the material made 
me feel like my efforts were pay-
ing off, tangible proof that I wasn’t 
earning an empty paycheck.
Sessions with Danielle were 
always a welcome reprieve, par-
ticularly on days when she was 
preceded by the most challenging 
student I ever taught, who I’ll call 
Christopher. He was my first clas-
sically autistic student, a kid you 
could recognize as such in passing 
because he made fantastic sounds 
and had a definite fixation: copy 
machines.
My first week with him was 
less a test of my teaching abilities, 
and more an exercise in babysit-
ting skills. Due to understandably 
strict rules about touching stu-
dents, I had no means of keeping 
him physically in session if he 
chose to get up and run away, 
which he did, frequently. And usu-
ally to visit the copy machine. I fol-
lowed him, mostly to ensure that 
he didn’t hurt himself, but usually 
couldn’t convince him to do any 
actual work.
As the summer progressed and 
my colleagues and I gained a better 
understanding of Christopher, our 
strategy improved. By week two, 
I usually managed to keep him in 
session 80 percent of the time. It 
didn’t take long for us to figure 
out how to use his copy machine 
fixation as a reward system, a sys-
tem that required almost constant 
tweaking because what worked 
one day was never guaranteed to 
work the next day. For me, a suc-
cessful session with Christopher 
involved getting through maybe 70 
percent of the lesson plan. Under 
other circumstances, never getting 
through the full lesson plan would 
be exceedingly frustrating, but I 
found it impossible to feel any 
spite towards him.
In the last few weeks of sum-
mer, his parents explained to us 
that the best ways to “deal” with 
Christopher involved getting a lit-
tle physical -- holding him by the 
shoulders to get him into session, 
for example.
Yet, this late-in-the-game 
modification of the rules led to a 
very different revelation between 
Christopher and me. I quickly 
became aware of how much he 
responded to physical contact. He 
loved giving “double high-fives” 
and would often ask if he could 
give me a hug, usually when he was 
excited about one of his accom-
plishments. By the final week of 
session, I learned that I could eas-
ily break through whatever stone-
wall he put up simply by asking 
for a double high-five or a hug. 
Immediately distracted from his 
obstinacy, he would comply with 
my request and we could continue 
with our work.
I don’t really know that my 
efforts made any substantial dif-
ference for these kids in terms of 
reading -- I never see the results 
of their evaluations -- but during 
this summer in particular I har-
bored doubts about the universal 
efficacy of the program. It’s not in 
my nature to put my faith in a pro-
gram like that blindly, especially 
when I began to feel that some 
of my students simply were not 
progressing. At first, I was afraid 
that these doubts would affect my 
teaching and impede my ability 
to help. I needn’t have worried, 
though: As it turns out, my fond-
ness for my students carried me 
through my hesitation and forced 
me to cling tighter to the processes 
of the program. In the end, it was 






Like Features Editor Tammy 
Tran, I also worked at an intern-
ship over the summer somewhat 
related to writing and publishing. 
From early June until late August, I 
copy edited, typed and transcribed 
my way through Minneapolis and 
St. Paul as an editorial intern at 
City Pages. The free weekly paper 
is known as an “alt weekly,” a 
newspaper that’s edgier and more 
interested in culture than the daily 
papers. There are many alt week-
lies around the country, but the 
Village Voice in New York City is 
perhaps the best example; Village 
Voice Media is also the corporate 
owner of City Pages. 
Going into the summer, I had 
no idea what to expect: I land-
ed the internship because of an 
Appleton connection, I interviewed 
for it on the phone and my first 
day on the job was also my first 
time setting foot in the offices. To 
top it off, I was subletting an apart-
ment with a roommate I’d never 
met before. My roommate Meg 
ended up being wonderful, even 
if our apartment was a dump. But 
hey, the price was right. 
At City Pages, I wrote primar-
ily for the music blog doing con-
cert reviews or previews and some 
music industry news, and I also 
did general work around the office. 
Perhaps the most interesting “gen-
eral work” task was transcribing 
interviews for other writers: the 
two most notable were with Justin 
Vernon of Bon Iver and Bradlee 
Dean, a Twin Cities pastor with an 
anti-gay agenda. 
Despite the unknowns, sum-
mer 2011 was a fun one: I saw 
tons of concerts around the Twin 
Cities, I interviewed musicians big 
(Frightened Rabbit) and small (a 
scrappy local garage band, Nice 
Purse), and I biked more than ever 
before, thanks to the stunning bike 
path system in Minneapolis. 
After telling others about my 




A foray into music journalism in Minneapolis
See Journalism on page 5
When not buried under mountains of homework, our editors make time for some pretty interesting summer 
excursions. From internships to roughing it in West Virginia, summer 2011 ran the gamut. To prove that you 
don’t have to keep lifeguarding or making ice cream in your hometown for every summer you’re in college, 
here’s a sampling of what we did this summer. 
THE LAWRENTIAN
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Letters of Advice 
From alumni to the 
Class of 2015
Dear Class of 2015,
Simply by matriculating at Lawrence, you have accomplished something. Not everyone who applied 
was accepted, and not all who were accepted will graduate. Earning a degree here will be one of the most 
difficult undertakings of your entire life. I can confirm that future jobs or graduate programs will not 
have the same difficulty as some of the courses and professors you will encounter here. This is a good 
thing. Understand the special opportunity you have by simply trying to make it here. This is a big deal!
In a college of this size, you have a responsibility to make your contribution to the student body. Find 
your own way to participate in order to make the most of your college years. While a diversity of experi-
ences is important, please beware not to overextend yourself by taking on too much. I’ve seen too many 
eager, energetic students burn out because they took on too much. Balance your activities with social 
time and relaxation so you are able to perform at your best. Work hard, play harder!
During your time here you will get at least hundreds of hours of homework. There will also be hun-
dreds of plays, games, concerts, lectures and performances going on. Among all of these opportunities, 
don’t forget to drop in your advisor’s office, just to chat. Stay up late talking with the people on your 
floor. Walk along the river at sunset. These are the moments and experiences you will take with you, 
along with the many lifelong friends you will make that you haven’t even met yet. You only get four or 
five years here, don’t waste it!
Warm regards,
Josh Dukelow ‘02
Dear Class of 2015,
Welcome to Lawrence! I’m Jessa Dukelow, alumna of Lawrence and a current staff member. Working 
at my alma mater has allowed me to see students experience LU in some of the same ways I did, but 
also helps me see what I missed out on during my 1998-2002 tenure. The following “do’s and don’ts” are 
merely suggestions, but they come from someone that was once where you are, and wishes she could 
be there again.
• Don’t be shy. Realize that most everyone in your class is looking to make new friends. Be your-
self, have fun with it and, when appropriate, silliness can do wonders to loosen up an awkward room.
• Do visit the Career Center! It’s never too early to start thinking about your future plans. From 
advice on careers to internship placement, the people working there are friendly and helpful.
• Don’t limit yourself. There are so many student organizations that you must try at least one new 
thing during your time here. You never know what might become your new hobby, or where you might 
find your new best friend.
• Do go to convocation! I can’t begin to tell you how disappointed I am in “college Jessa” for skipping 
out on hearing these valuable speakers.
• Don’t think you know everything. I will be the first to admit that Lawrence students are brilliant 




Associate Director, Office of Alumni and Constituency Engagement
I believe that education is 
important, and I believe that it is 
worth the investment of time and 
money. I know that many politi-
cians don’t share that sentiment, 
and most students on this campus 
can agree with that basic belief. 
However, when money is tight, stu-
dent loans are looming, and ninth 
week stress is at its peak, I find the 
need to remind myself that it is all 
worth it.
It can be so easy to get discour-
aged and to think about taking a 
year off to work or transferring 
to a community college to save 
money. It can be easy to become 
pessimistic and overwhelmed by 
your workload. However, I truly 
believe that all the money and 
time I put into my education at 
Lawrence will pay off. Years from 
now, I probably won’t be a million-
aire, I might not have my dream 
job, but I won’t regret the four 
years I spent here.
We have such a unique oppor-
tunity to be young and curious, 
free from serious adult obliga-
tions so that we can focus on our 
education. And of course, I mean 
“education” in the most liberal of 
terms. You can learn as much in 
class as you can from interacting 
with other students. Here you can 
benefit from close relationships 
with professors, meet new people, 
get involved with student organi-
zations and live in a community of 
musicians and music lovers.
I remember how unbelievably 
happy I was during Welcome Week 
my freshman year. I was overjoyed 
just to be on campus, and each day 
I fell more in love with Lawrence. I 
was so happy to be surrounded by 
people who wanted to learn, and 
professors that were passionate 
about teaching. I felt blessed to be 
able to attend so many wonderful 
musical events in the conserva-
tory, and live with such talented 
classmates.
Well, obviously every week you 
spend at Lawrence won’t be as 
amazing as Welcome Week. But 
when you are discouraged and 
stressed out, try to remember how 
you felt during that first magical 
week on campus. We can’t all stay 
wide-eyed and innocent forever, 
but I think it is important to keep 
alive your sense of joy for learning.
I am extremely aware that my 
time here is costing me a lot of 
money, and that my English degree 
might not bring me a high-paying 
job right away, but I still believe 
that I am making a great invest-
ment. If you’re going to spend a 
lot of time and money investing 
in something, why not invest in 
yourself? No matter what you do 
with the rest of your life, you will 
always have your education; it will 
never leave you.
I’ve met some of my best 
friends here at Lawrence, I’ve truly 
enjoyed my studies, and I’d like 
to think that I’ve become a better 
person. I’m praying that my degree 
will bring me financial benefits -- 
but even if it doesn’t, I won’t think 
I’ve wasted any time or money in 
coming here.
My education at Lawrence
Kaye Herranen
Opinion & Editorials Editor
____________________________________
So it’s your freshman year, 
and you’re sharing a small room 
with a stranger -- things can get 
messy. Living with a roommate 
is new to most students, and will 
probably present unforeseen chal-
lenges. The summer after high 
school graduation, it seemed like 
everybody I knew had a room-
mate horror story to tell me. I was 
terrified of coming to school and 
being stuck with a crazy room-
mate -- or worse, realizing that I 
was the crazy roommate. After liv-
ing on campus with various room-
mates for two years, I’ve learned 
that living with a roommate can be 
difficult, but my advice for you is 
rather simple.
How to avoid being The Crazy 
Roommate:
1. Set boundaries. Sit down 
with your roommate and discuss 
basic rules. Have fundamental 
agreements from the beginning. 
These agreements could include a 
“lights out” time for school nights, 
and a policy on food sharing. Later 
on, if there are any problems, you 
can go back to those boundaries 
and say, “we agreed not to….”
2. Be honest and upfront about 
everything. If you are nocturnal, a 
chain smoker, a drinker or a neat 
freak -- tell your roommate right 
away! You may want to make a 
good first impression, but if you 
aren’t open from the start, your 
roommate will find out the hard 
way that you have daddy issues, 
and that you don’t believe in the 
use of deodorant.
3. Be courteous. If you are plan-
ning on having guests or romantic 
interests come over, make sure 
it won’t disrupt your roommate. 
You may need to coordinate your 
schedules accordingly, but it will 
prevent unnecessary stress and 
awkward situations. Notice if your 
roommate is studying, and make 
the decision to Skype with your 
hysterical mother elsewhere. Use 
headphones for movies and music 
if your roommate is around.
4. Listen to your roommate. 
If your roommate voices concern 
about something, take immedi-
ate steps to adjust your behavior 
accordingly. Even if they aren’t 
vocal about their frustrations, 





Opinion & Editorials Editor
____________________________________
pursuing a full time career in 
journalism, and to be honest, I 
have no idea. I enjoyed writing 
for City Pages, and I hope to 
keep writing about music, food 
and culture in general in the 
future, but I don’t know that 
I want to make it a full-time 
career. There’s always free-
lancing, and there are plenty of 
other jobs out there. Plus, no 
one really knows where jour-
nalism is going: As the num-
ber of pages in newspapers 
shrinks, the number of unpaid 
“bloggers” rises. For now, I’m 
keeping an open mind about 
everything, and seeing what 
comes around next June. 
Journalism
continued from page 4
Inside joke.




This summer, the Soundtown 
Music and Camping Festival 
launched in Somerset, Wisc., add-
ing Wisconsin to the ever-growing 
list of states which host these 
types of massive festivals.
Somerset is around 4.5 hours 
from Appleton but only 40 min-
utes from the Twin Cities, where 
the festival was promoted most 
heavily this year. Nestled on the 
banks of the Apple River, the tiny 
town’s biggest draw is the tubing 
and camping along the river.
For the fest’s first year, the 
promoters managed to grab an 
impressive, somewhat indie-heavy 
lineup: the Flaming Lips, the New 
Pornographers, Okkervil River, 
DeVotchKa, the Delta Spirit and 
Ghostland Observatory all played 
main stage slots over the two days. 
The two smaller stages were no 
slouches either, drawing heav-
ily from the thriving Twin Cities 
music scene: Sims, Heiruspecs, 
Pink Mink and Charlie Parr per-
formed, in addition to a handful of 
smaller bands.
Though some schedule prob-
lems prevented me from camping, 
I did make it out to the festival for 
both days. Here’s what I thought:
Friday
The first day of Soundtown 
felt like the first day of school: 
everyone arrived all wide-eyed and 
excited, everything was unfamil-
iar -- and that feeling didn’t really 
seem to wear off all weekend.
After cycling through two 
security people who didn’t know 
where the press parking lot was, 
we finally found it, conveniently 
right across a dirt road from the 
main stage.
Even if you had parked in the 
normal lot or camped in the adja-
cent campgrounds, the festival is 
a million times easier to navigate 
than the behemoth Lollapalooza 
in Chicago. But this may also have 
to do with the ticket sales for this 
year; it looked like the organiz-
ers were hoping to accommodate 
many, many more people than 
Friday yielded.
The smaller size during both 
days of the festival actually ended 
up being an advantage overall: 
There was no giant wait for smelly 
porta potties or jostling to get up 
front during any of the perfor-
mances. By Friday night, there was 
a great communal vibe that settled 
over the grounds, and it was clear 
that everyone there was in it for a 
good time.
The amphitheater’s sprawling 
main stage looked like it could 
accommodate at least 5,000 peo-
ple, and maybe even 10,000, but 
by the time Appleton resident 
Cory Chisel kicked off the first 
set on the big stage Friday night, 
there were probably 200-300 scat-
tered around to watch him play. 
Granted, the two smaller Summit 
and Metromix stages also had 
bands going at the same time.
This isn’t to stay the music 
wasn’t quality, though. The early 
afternoon featured Duluth blues/
folk mainstay Charlie Parr, who 
played a short set to kick off the 
afternoon. Parr’s original music 
sounds like it was written in 1925, 
so it was fitting that he ended 
with one of his best songs, “1922 
Blues.”
The Metromix stage was small-
est of the three, but it featured a 
solid, Americana-heavy lineup for 
the weekend. The larger Summit 
stage was right next-door, which 
unfortunately caused some sound 
bleed problems later in the day 
during Sims’ performance.
The Minneapolis MC and 
Doomtree member worked the 
crowd into a tizzy in the tent, 
which lent a great communal vibe 
to the set. However, the maxed out 
sound system made it difficult to 
hear much of Jack Klatt and the 
Cat Swingers, an acoustic folk out-
fit which played at the same time 
on the small Metromix stage.
The Delta Spirit were the first 
band to really engage the main stage 
crowd on Friday. Matt Vasquez 
whipped and whirled around the 
giant stage as his four bandmates 
pounded out the quintet’s sorta 
bluesy, sorta country rock ‘n’ roll. 
I only knew of Vasquez from his 
role in Middle Brother, a more low-
key country/folk/Americana group 
that released a record earlier this 
year with members of Dawes and 
Deer Tick, but the Delta Spirit’s 
sheer intensity on stage made me 
eager to dig further.
Ghostland Observatory start-
ed on the main stage as the sun 
went down, which only added to 
the effect of the seriously trippy 
light show. Their electro “pop” 
sounded pretty tepid and lifeless, 
but I spoke with a handful of other 
festivalgoers who really enjoyed 
the group’s murky synths and 
effects-laden vocals.
Soundtown’s first night capped 
off with a headlining set by indie 
lifers The New Pornographers. At 
first it was a little sad to see the 
crew missing fiery-haired singer 
Neko Case and oddball guitarist 
Dan Bejar, but the other six put 
on an entertaining set of bouncy 
power pop.
In the crowd, it was a “you 
can dance if you want to” situ-
ation, and it seemed as though 
many didn’t know the Canadian 
crew’s music very well, if at all. 
Lead singer Carl Newman did his 
best to keep the crowd interested 
with hard-hitting gems like “Sing 
Me Spanish Techno” and “All the 
Old Showstoppers,” but the sextet 
still felt like a strange choice for 
a giant outdoor festival headliner; 
perhaps they would have gone 
over better in the early evening.
Saturday
By Saturday, friendships had 
been forged throughout the crowd, 
and the group of music fans on 
the Apple River started to feel 
like a real community. Our small 
community naturally had a guy 
wearing a deadmau5 mouse head, 
people in fruit costumes, Frisbee 
players, dancers who were always 
up front, and the DJs from 89.3 
The Current. It was easy to make 
festival friends in the atmosphere, 
and everyone was there to have a 
great time.
‘80s rapper Slick Rick was the 
first act I caught on Saturday. Slick 
Rick played the mainstage before 
Okkervil River, and he brought a 
10-piece live hip-hop crew from 
New York to back him, though he 
only played for 30 minutes. Rick’s 
show was mildly entertaining, but 
I got the feeling that he’s one of 
those performers who everyone 
recognizes but no one really knows 
much about. After punching his 
timecard, Rick’s backing band the 
Lifted Crew finished out the rest 
of his timeslot. LC had lots going 
for them with two rappers, two 
horn players, two female vocalists 
and a full rhythm section, and they 
made the best of a weird booking 
situation.
As the sun went down, I 
grabbed some dinner in the VIP 
area and checked out the Austin, 
Texas rock ‘n’ roll group Okkvervil 
River. The VIP area wasn’t a real 
“band and press and friends” VIP 
area, but rather a small tented area 
on a hill by the mainstage for festi-
valgoers who purchased the slight-
ly pricier VIP tickets. This option 
was definitely the way to go: For 
the two days, you got lunch and 
dinner in the tent, showers and 
nice bathrooms, as well as unlim-
ited free beer, wine and soda. By 
Saturday, everyone had found their 
designated beer runner, a VIP tick-
et purchaser who would venture 
into the tent and return bearing 
as many delicious Summit brews 
as they could carry. Who knows if 
that incredible deal will continue 
in the future, but let’s keep our fin-
gers crossed.
Okkervil River was a great 
addition to the festival: They play a 
great mix of rousing folky rock and 
quieter material, but with a more 
experimental edge than most folk 
bands. Their most recent album, 
-- I Am Very Far -- isn’t my favor-
ite, but their back catalogue is 
so strong that it makes the more 
plodding new material worth the 
slog. “For Real” felt like a punch in 
the gut as usual, and “John Allyn 
Smith Sails” hit home because of 
the tune’s strong Minneapolis con-
nection.
My mind began to wander at 
this point during the festival, so I 
only caught some of DeVotchKa’s 
set. The worldly quartet did play 
a compelling version of the Velvet 
Underground’s fetish anthem 
“Venus in Furs,” but their sound 
isn’t quite as punchy as Okkervil’s 
in a live setting. Still, the best part 
of the night was yet to come: The 
Flaming Lips.
If you’ve heard anything about 
a Flaming Lips concert, it’s proba-
bly true. There were giant balloons, 
there were confetti cannons, there 
were furries dressed as Dorothy 
from “The Wizard of Oz,” and nat-
urally there was frontman Wayne 
Coyne’s giant hamster ball.
A Lips show is a full sensory 
psychedelic experience, even with-
out the aid of the not-so-subtle pot 
being smoked in the largest crowd 
of the weekend. It’s impossible not 
to have a great time as you help 
keep Coyne afloat in his hamster 
ball and listen to the psyched-out 
pop of the 28-year-old band.
When he wasn’t singing, Coyne 
was running around the stage grab-
bing confetti cannons or launching 
balloons, doing his best to keep 
the crowd engaged -- though it was 
hard to get bored with the giant 
light show, the trippy videos and 
plumes of colored fog emitting 
from the stage. The Lips knew the 
festival was far from sold out, but 
they weren’t half-assing it; like the 
crowd, they were there to have a 
great time.
The band’s -- specifically 
Coyne’s – embrace of all things 
weird, trippy and bizarre is evi-
dent in their performance and 
their music. They’re doing exactly 
what they want to do, no matter 
how strange it seems. Remember, 
this is the group that just released 
a life-size edible gummy brain, 
which contains a USB drive in the 
center with three new songs. I 
entered a casual fan of their hits 
-- “She Don’t Use Jelly,” “Yoshimi 
Battles the Pink Robots,” etc. -- and 
came out a convert. It’s no wonder 
people are always raving about 
them.
There’s no word yet on where 
the Soundtown Festival will go 
from here, but with any luck, this 
first year will just get the ball 
rolling. Hopefully, the festival 
and venue in general can bring 
some much larger stadium acts 
to the area. Given the choice, I’d 
much rather drive to Somerset 
from Appleton to see a giant out-
door concert, rather than brave the 
Chicago traffic gauntlet.
Soundtown Music & Camping Festival launches in Somerset, Wisc.
Wisconsin’s answer to Bonnaroo?
Okkervil River perform at Soundtown Music and Camping Festival
Photo by Tom Pilcher
The Lifted Crew close out Slick Rick’s set at Soundtown.
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What do you love most about Lawrence?
Working with bright, excited undergrads and fantastic col-
leagues.
Why might a student come to see you?
For difficulty understanding class material, for paper writ-
ing for Freshman Studies, for questions about grad school or 
post-LU opportunities in a variety of areas, such as speech or 
music therapy.
What is one piece of advice you would give an incoming 
student?
Actually, I have three pieces of advice. We’re on your side; it 
never hurts to ask; give it a try.
How do you like your eggs?
Over easy. I think it’s difficult to prepare eggs over easy well, 
so when I go out to a restaurant I like to order something I 




What do you love most about Lawrence?
The students. The conglomeration of the younger generation 
makes me feel young again.
Why might a student come to see you?
They may come see me regarding their student accounts, to 
finish up paper work (such as payment agreements), for keys, 
stamps and to get free candy.
What is one piece of advice you would offer an incoming 
student?
Make the most out of your time here.
Favorite song?
“Grow Old Along With Me,” John Lennon
KRISTI 
HILL 
(VOLUNTEER & COMMUNITY 
SERVICE CENTER)
What do you love most about Lawrence?
The diversity of our students, and their passion for the com-
munity.
Why might a student come to see you?
If they have an interest in volunteering or connecting more 
with the Appleton community. Students should visit me this 
week to sign up to go "Into the Streets" and serve at a non-
profit organization of their choice this Saturday, Sept. 10 
from 1-5 p.m. This is a great opportunity to get to know 
other students, learn about the Appleton community and to 
help someone in need. Additional information can be found 
at the Warch info desk or online at www.lawrence.edu/dept/
student_dean/volunteer.
What is one piece of advice you would offer an incoming 
student?
Take advantage of your opportunities at Lawrence, but don’t 
feel like you have to do it all. Concentrate on the meaningful 






What do you love most about Lawrence?
The small, tight knit community.
Why might a student come to see you?
Usually if they are planning an event in or around the cam-
pus center.
What is one piece of advice you would offer an incoming 
student?
Check your e-mail often and respond in a timely fashion. 
Avoid late charges.
Favorite song?




What do you love most about Lawrence?
I like that students can shape their own experiences here, and 
that I can help them.
Why might a student come to see you?
To learn about how to get involved on campus with different 
clubs and organizations, participating in LUCC and generally 
getting connected to campus.
What is one piece of advice you would give an incoming 
student?
Try out new things, seek out new clubs and organizations 
and classes that are interesting that will challenge you: Give 
it a shot.
Can you fake any accents? Do you have any hidden tal-
ents?
I am really good at telling terrible jokes.
JULIE 
HAURYKIEWICZ 
(CENTER FOR TEACHING 
AND LEARNING)
What do you love most about Lawrence?
I really appreciate the closeness of the LU community. We are 
a small enough campus that many students, faculty, and staff 
know each other well and collaborate on projects both in and 
outside the classroom; LU benefits from a strong community 
spirit that arises out of these interactions.
Why might a student come to see you?
A student might see me for several reasons: to request a tutor, 
to talk about academic skills -- time management, test anxi-
ety, critical reading, etc. -- or to discuss a plan for academic 
success. I also teach Freshman Studies and public speaking, so 
students taking those courses can often be found in my office. 
Last but not least, I welcome any student to stop by just to 
say “hi” and get to know more about the CTL; you just might 
find a very friendly dog -- my "furry child," Murphy -- in my 
office to greet you!
What is one piece of advice you would give an incoming 
student?
Get a planner -- whether it’s on paper, in a mobile electronic 
device or online -- and learn to use it. This means finding 
a system that you like, customizing it to fit your needs and 
using it multiple times a day. It’s easy to let time slip away if 
you don’t keep track of it. 
If you could be anywhere tomorrow without any obliga-
tions, where would you visit?
I love to travel and experience new cultures, so I would be 
thrilled to go somewhere I've never been and explore that 
place. On the other hand, I am a "homebody," and I could be 
happy just hanging out with my dog in our backyard.
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Editorial policy is determined 
by the editors. Any opinions 
which appear unsigned are 
those of the majority of The 
Lawrentian’s editorial board.
Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. The editors 
reserve the right to edit for 
style and space. Letters must 
be e-mailed to: lawrentian@
lawrence.edu. Submissions by 
e-mail should be text attach-
ments.
 — All submissions to editorial 
pages must be turned in to The 
Lawrentian no later than 5 p.m. 
on the Monday before publica-
tion.  
All submissions to the editorial 
pages must be accompanied 
by a phone number at which 
the author can be contacted.  
Articles submitted without a 
contact number will not be 
published.
 — The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submis-
sions received after the above 
deadline and to edit each sub-
mission for clarity, decency 
and grammar.
 — Letters to the editor should 
not be more than 350 words, 
and will be edited for clarity, 
decency and grammar.
 — Guest editorials may be 
arranged by contacting the 
editor in chief or the editorials 
editor in advance of the pub-
lishing date.
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What’s on your iPod?
Justin Jones
The following albums are 
the foundation of my Fall Term 
soundtrack. From instrumen-
tal hip-hop to not-so-straightfor-
ward folk, each of these records 
keeps me coming back for more 
and they definitely have plenty 
to offer as we all get back to 
Lawrence’s daily grind.
1. Shlohmo, “Bad Vibes”
Shlohmo seems to conjure his 
beats from nowhere. He takes sam-
ples that seem to have no rhythm, 
no pulse at all, and makes them 
into tracks that sound so organic 
that it’s difficult to believe he cre-
ated them largely from behind 
a set of turntables. And though 
all the tracks on “Bad Vibes” are 
instrumental, Shlohmo still man-
ages to create a contemplative, 
melancholy atmosphere that’s con-
sistent enough to fade into the 
background and evocative enough 
to warrant a close listen or two.
2. Beirut, “The Rip Tide”
Although Beirut’s new album 
is lacking in some of the Balkan 
flavor that characterized the 
band’s previous work, leader Zach 
Condon’s skill as a songwriter 
has clearly matured. These songs 
are restrained and uncomplicated 
but manage to retain the anthe-
mic energy of the band’s previous 
records. “The Rip Tide” is nos-
talgic without being sentimental, 
uplifting without being sappy, and 
makes for a great end-of-summer 
listen.
3. Amy Winehouse, “Back to 
Black”
Amy Winehouse’s music has 
always seemed reassuring to me. 
Its straightforwardness, its sheer 
audacity provided some authen-
ticity amongst the persistent 
euphemisms of popular music. 
And though her death compli-
cates things, it doesn’t give us 
the right to make “Back to Black” 
into a veiled cry for help, or a 
hazy prophecy of a life cut short. 
Listening to the album still feels 
right, her voice still sounds brazen, 
shameless, and even comforting in 
its own impolite way.
4. Laura Veirs, “July Flame”
Laura Veirs’ most recent 
album, praised by many critics, is 
a high-point for contemporary folk 
music. Produced by her husband 
Tucker Martine, “July Flame” is 
full of familiar sounds, allusions 
of sorts to different periods in 
America’s musical history. Yet the 
stories Veirs tells and the insights 
she draws are wholly her own and 
they demand attention. The stark 
beauty that this husband-and-wife 
team so effortlessly create will 
undoubtedly keep you coming 
back for more.
5. Fleet Foxes, “Helplessness 
Blues”
The songs on “Helplessness 
Blues” are refined, well thought 
out, and more groove-orient-
ed than before. And though that 
means sacrificing some of the 
simplicity -- musically and lyri-
cally -- that made the band’s ear-
lier music so appealing, their new 
sound is full, buoyant, and has 
loads of potential. In spite of front-
man Robin Pecknold’s efforts to 
take the record in a more serious 
direction, “Helplessness Blues” as 
a whole doesn’t sound all that 
helpless, which to me makes it an 
even better back-to-school listen.
5. Talk openly about any 
issues that come up. Ignoring an 
issue won’t solve it, so act like 
adults and talk about it. Revise 
boundaries or rules as needed. 
Passive aggressive remarks and 
dirty glances might not get your 
point across.
6. Be respectful. I know it 
sounds simple, but really just 
respect that your roommate has 
a right to enjoy their living space.
How to deal with The Crazy 
Roommate:
1. Find a refuge on campus. 
Find a stress-free environment 
where you can hang out, study, 
or just enjoy the non-crazy 
atmosphere. Befriend someone 
who has a futon -- this can be 
particularly helpful if your room-
mate has frequent “sleepovers” 
with “friends.”
2. Buy noise cancelling head-
phones. Earplugs, too. You may 
not be able to ignore your Crazy 
Roommate all the time, but life 
will be much easier if you can’t 
hear them sing along to Lady 
Gaga’s latest hit. Earplugs are 
also great if your neighbors are 
voice majors.
3.Hide valuables. Know 
where your things are, and keep 
tabs on them. Keep your things 
and your food separate from 
your roommate’s. Don’t encour-
age your Crazy Roommate to 
steal by leaving your cash out in 
the open.
4.Get involved in a stress-
relieving activity. Just because 
your roommate is crazy, that’s 
no excuse to physically assault 
them, so you will need to let that 
stress out somehow. Work out 
at the rec center, maybe take up 
boxing.
Even if you get stuck with 
a Crazy Roommate, don’t let 
that ruin your year. You can 
always talk to your RLA and 
try to get a different roommate. 
In a few years, you will have 
great stories about that one time 
your Crazy Roommate did that 
one thing. And cheer up, soph-
omore year you get to chose 
your roommate(s) -- so if you get 
stuck with a crazy, you only have 
yourself to blame.
Roommate
continued from page 5
Football: The Vikings look to 
improve on last year’s two-win 
season. Lawrence is returning 13 
starters, including junior Tyler 
Mazur. Mazur ended last season 
throwing for 1,255 yards and 
10 touchdowns. He also led the 
team in rushing with 362 yards 
on 60 attempts.
Sophomore Luke Barthelmess 
will be targeting senior Jon Bruehl 
(26 rec, 352 yards, 4TD). For 
the fifth-ranked pass defense, 
senior safety Robbie Ulloa (47 
tackles, 6.5 for loss, 2 sacks), 
and sophomore Darvis PridGeon 
(33 tackles, 1 INT) will return to 
the field. Linebacker Luke Galle 
had a strong freshman campaign 
with four interceptions and 30 
tackles.
The Vikings hosted St. 
Scholastica for their first game 
of the season. Despite a disap-
pointing 34-21 loss, the Vikings 
look to build as the season goes 
on, working towards more high-
lights like Barthelmess’ pass 
Bruehl down the left sideline 
against Scholastica. Bruehl went 
94 yards for the touchdown, the 
third-longest touchdown pass in 
Lawrence history.
Women’s Tennis: The wom-
en’s tennis team is off to a 
strong start, winning their first 
three competitions. The Vikings 
defeated Carthage College last 
Thursday 5-4 by winning four of 
their six singles matches. Beth 
Larson won at No. 1 singles, 
Gayatri Malhotra won at No. 3, 
Christina Schaupp won at No. 
4 and Hannah Geoffrey won at 
No. 5.
Lawrence followed this 
win with two shutout victories 
against Monmouth College and 
Knox College. Look for Lawrence 
to be a strong contender in the 
Midwest Conference this season.
Cross Country: With several 
strong returners, the men’s side 
looks to be a strong contender 
in the MWC, coming off a second 
place finish last season. Junior 
Sam Stevens took first place 
at the St. Norbert College Tom 
Barry Invitational last Saturday. 
Curran Carlile, another returner, 
finished eighth, helping to pace 
the team to third in the stand-
ings.
The women are looking to 
improve on their seventh-place 
finish in the MWC last season. At 
St. Norberts, Emily Muhs posted 
a fifth place finish, coming in 
at 20:13.6. The women placed 
fourth in the team standings.
Volleyball: Despite losing 
all four matches at the UW-Eau 
Claire Labor Day Classic last 
week, the Vikings are expected 
to finish fifth in the MWC, thanks 
to a strong returning class. 
Lawrence returns first-team All-
MWC selection Clare Bohrer, who 
finished in the top 10 of the 
conference in blocks per set and 
kills per set, and was also named 
to the Labor Day Classic all-tour-
nament team.
Junior Shannon McLain post-
ed 2.49 kills per set and a .199 
hitting percentage, while junior 
Jenna Picha lead the entire con-
ference with a .298 hitting per-
centage. Sophomore Kathleen 
Rowland finished third in the 
MWC in digs per set, and junior 
Emma Kane placed 10th in ser-
vice aces per set.
Men’s Soccer: The Vikings 
look to return to the MWC tour-
nament for a second straight 
year. After graduating their 
two top scorers, the Vikings 
looked to senior captain Stephen 
Exarhos and senior Vince Butitta 
to provide an offensive threat. 
Unfortunately, Exarhos sepa-
rated his shoulder in their 3-0 
nonconference loss to Edgewood 
College.
Junior captain David Caprile 
looks to fortify the Viking mid-
field, along with junior Hashim 
Allah-Morad. Leading the 
defense is returning sophomore 
goalkeeper Steven Solomon (1.27 
GAA), who will be assisted by 
sophomores Joseph Cullen and 
Charlie Mann.
Women’s Soccer: Lawrence 
looks to make its second con-
secutive appearance at the NCAA 
tournament. Despite graduating 
eight seniors, the Vikings were 
still picked to finish fourth in the 
MWC preseason poll.
The Vikings are returning of 
the top players in the confer-
ence, senior Mallory Koula. Koula 
led the conference in points (42), 
points per game (2.21), goals (19) 
and goals per game (1.00) while 
finishing second in game-win-
ning goals (6) and shots (107). 
Providing additional offensive 
force will be freshman Sarah 
Tiano and senior Natalie Jin (3 
goals, 2 assists).
Junior Eleanor Galvin (1 goal, 
3 assists) will ground the mid-
field, rounding out a Lawrence 
offense that finished third in 
team points (105) and goals 
scored (38). Junior Elyse Daly 
and senior Alyssa Onan return 
with sophomores Natalie Wolf 
and Amanda Ollerer to provide a 
solid backline. Junior goalkeep-
er Cassandra Burke (1.66 goals 
against average, four shutouts) 
rounds out the defense in net.
Fall Sports Preview:
Cassie Burke
Sports Editor
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